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Comparative Enquiry in Educational and Social Sciences:

Characteristic Problems and Changing Problem Solutions

The lecture will trace some of the fundamental problems the comparative social
sciences had to cope with since their emergence and gradual consolidation, in the course
of the nineteenth century. To this end, the lecture adopts a historical line of analysis,
which i1s meant to throw into relief the very succession of constitutive problems,
alternative problem solutions, resultant follow-up problems and corresponding
present-day debates.

Two lines of problem developments are highlighted in greater detail. These include,
on the one hand, the issue of how to analytically break down a socio-historical
information basis that may be expanded to virtually global dimensions so as to yield
systematic knowledge, 1.e. knowledge pertinent to theory building and explanation, as is
generally expected from the comparative approach. On the other hand, the analysis
focuses on the research-framing issue of whether the units of analysis to be studied —
national societies, political systems, legal families, or religio-cultural settings — are to
be conceptualised in terms of mutually independent, quasi autarkic, and to that extent
comparable entities, or in terms of intertwined elements of relations of trans-societal,

and ultimately world-historical, interconnection.
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Ceremonial Education in Revolutionary Societies

There are exceptional situations in the history of peoples and nations in which
programmes for the radical re-ordering of state and society are not just proclaimed in
the form of abstract ideas, but become the subject of graphic symbolisation, public
visualisation and ceremonial staging. Such forms of a so-called "ceremonial pedagogy"
typically occur within the context of far-reaching socio-revolutionary upheaval, but also
in processes deliberately triggered by political elites with a view to radically
modernising essentially agrarian societies (i.e., "revolutions from above" according to
Theda Skocpol). The French Revolution of 1789 once provided the first and, at the
same time, most conspicuous example of the institutionalisation and symbolisation,
through extensive staging for the masses, of a radically new socio-political order and its
underlying conception. Subsequent history has provided similar scenarios of
revolutionary upheaval and "ceremonial pedagogy", leading to systems of government
that have also been characterised as "inculcating states". Japan in the wake of the Meiji
Revolution of 1868, the Soviet Union following its inception as well as revolutionary
Mexico churned up by successive upheavals and rival factions from 1910 onwards
represent such scenarios. They therefore serve as fruitful cases for broader comparative
studies which seek to describe particular manifestations of "ceremonial pedagogy" in
various socio-political contexts. The lecture is meant to provide some insight into the

design and some preliminary findings of those studies.

skosk sk sk sk sk oskosk sk sk sk skoskoskoskoskoskoske sk skoskoskoskoskoskeoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskosk sk sk sk
ANy vall—Ur—K (LU TRV MR, HEELD)
® (D Ik & AMED BT IETRI R R E S AL R AREE S ) (S EER) v
2 V=07 —im [HREE PO & k] (S 4 IFEFEFR) FE5, 2000
e
o  [HEMIBIfR & LS OREEESERYE 7 1 R L AL EE O S
EFRDTZDIZ) AT/ FiARTEET KHEER) [<HE LA >%] 5§ 13
5. 2003 4F
o IRIFE-EHREFEK- HE GAKE—F HPEERE [#EOLER~—RT
4 T 2 —v g Lo EAEE] TEE, 2004 F
® [[Hmoa—mo/ ] tWnIFHLVHEE: Rao—=x - 7etRA%2EL8T5] (KT
ER) BIRET - KEETR [3—1 v/ SERBE O RBE—HERIE S OR D HHE A
7 L] HIFE 2009 4R



EE VA ATT]

03

==
X —\ 4

A -
Lres ,




